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Reaching out to these women in need, we 
have found one of the greatest ways to gain 

access to their hearts is by showing them respect 
and unconditional love.

We are doing this by giving them small pretty 
gifts, incorporating appropriate Christian litera-
ture and a helpline number. Many of them have 
a great hunger to read materials provided in 
their own language. We have found these special 
presents to be great ice breakers and relationship 
builders.

Each of these gifts costs $ 4–7 depend-
ing on the content and the book. 

At Christmas, Easter and Valentines Day 
we have the greatest opportunity and have 
given out over 300 little baggies each time.  
Every new door is initially opened by these 
little surprises. 

We would be happy to receive your 
donation through your local OM office, 
earmarked as “OM EAST Anti Trafficking 
Network”.

Situation Profile for Eastern Europe and Central Asia
ATN

SEX TRAffICKING � 
a mOdERn FORm OF SLavERY 

Soviet Union — perhaps up to 10% of the female 
population!

There is a significant trans-regional flow that 
brings people to Western and Central Europe, the 
Middle East and North America. 

Many countries also record victims of domestic 
trafficking (they are citizens of the country of exploi-
tation). 

FEMALEs As OffENDERs As WELL 
As VICtIMs

It is unclear whether human trafficking is driven pri-
marily by networks in the source countries or the 

destination. Organized crime is typically a male activity 
but a disproportionate number of women are involved 
in human trafficking — not only as victims but also as 
traffickers. Profiles of offenders are vague, but often they 
are nationals of the countries where the trafficking took 
place. Information on victim profiles indicates a majority 
of adult women. Only a limited number of child victims 
were reported but their numbers are increasing.

Our ATN is very much linked with other 
organizations. No agency can make a big 
difference by itself but together we can become 
strong…

T he traffickers are very clever and have well 
functioning systems. We, as Christian NGOs 

(Non-Governmental Organizations), have to work 
closely together to be effective in prevention, re-
integration of victims, communication and advo-
cacy.

As we research how we can use our talents best, 
we have certain tenets fundamental to our ethos; we 
want to be a voice for these forgotten ones, to inform 
you of needs, motivate you to pray, help you to un-
derstand the depth of the problem.

HANDs�ON WAYs Of MAKING A  
DIffERENCE

W e will always be involved in a very hands-
on way with regular outreaches.

Very much on our hearts also is prevention, 
to get to the source countries and to try to stop 
women ending up on the streets. This involves 
working with churches and local OM teams, pro-
ducing literature, promoting family values.

ChALLENGING ChURChEs

W e would also love to see laws changed to 
prosecute the traffickers not the victims. 

As women are rescued or prevented from being 
tempted to go to richer places they need jobs, 
training, and support in their own countries.

We would love to see local churches taking own-
ership of this vision. This requires lots of research to 
find suitable material, find out who is doing what 
where, find out what shelter options there are. Ex-
amine what works and what doesn’t, we want to be 
good stewards of His resources and not re-invent the 
wheel.

As we already produce literature promoting 
good moral values we would like to see more hap-
pening in schools to raise the awareness of the 
dangers of trafficking for the girls and pornogra-
phy, for the boys as this is one of the evils driving 
the industry.

FAstEst GROWING CRIMINAL  
INDUstRY WORLD WIDE

A lthough there are other forms of human traf-
ficking, sexual exploitation is the biggest

(79%). Almost every country in the world is af-
fected by these crimes, whether as a country of ori-
gin, transit or destination for victims.

Because of different legislation and definitions of 
trafficking it is hard to say how many victims of hu-
man trafficking there are, where they come from or 
where they are going. Far more knowledge is needed 
to estimate the true size of the market for human be-
ings. So far about 155 countries have been willing to 
contribute information on human trafficking to the 
UN. 

According to UN estimates, there are at least 
270,000 victims in the European Union. Eastern Eu-
ropean countries rank very high as sources of human 
trafficking. 75% of trafficked women are from Eastern 
Europe (mainly Ukraine, Romania and Bulgaria). 75% 
had never worked as prostitutes before. Women of 
Roma (gypsy) background are especially at risk and 
publicly forgotten.

Initiatives against human trafficking are inad-
equate and disjointed. But an attempt is being made 
by different networks (governmental and NGOs) to 
join forces. At the moment many countries lack nec-
essary legal instruments although they do have leg-
islation in force. Overall recordings of prosecutions 
and convictions are very limited.

Moldova, where the unemployment rate for 
women ranges up to 68% and one-third of the work-
force live and work abroad, 2–400,000 women have 
been sold into prostitution since the collapse of the 

Requests from West/Central European purchas-
ers of commercial sex for Eastern European women 
are real as they are considered as less emancipated. 
Public advertisements for brothels offer the services 
of women who get discriminated against and stig-
matized.

About 21% of foreign prostitutes have originally 
agreed to work in prostitution and are therefore 
categorized as illegal migrants and are legally held 
partly responsible for their situation and culpable 
for their own exploitation. Their prostitution is legal, 
while work in other professions outside the sex in-
dustry becomes illegal for them.

WIthOUt IDENtItY PAPERs AND 
RIGhts

People who have become victims of sexual ex-
ploitation work against their will. They have 

limited or no social interaction. Their movements 
are usually controlled or they are even escorted and 
are subjected to violence or threats against them-
selves or family and loved ones. Some carry tattoos 
or marks which indicate “ownership”. They live in 
fear and anxiety. Many are not in possession of their 
passports or identity documents, and are afraid of 
authorities. They don’t have access to medical care, 
although they often cannot refuse unprotected and 
violent sex. They are in debt to those who have traf-
ficked them and don’t get to keep the money they 
receive for their “sexual services”. They live in poor 
or substandard conditions, sometimes even in the 
brothels. They are being moved from one brothel 
to the next or work in various locations. Victims of 
sexual exploitation are unable to leave their situa-
tion on their own…

Sources: www.unodc.org, UNODC (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime) “Global Report on Trafficking in Persons” February 2009; Wikipedia

Angyalka (name changed) is barely an adult. She hadn’t been an achiever 
in school in her Eastern European home country. Her relationship with her 
parents was rather bad and therefore she was tempted when those people 
painted her a rosy future in the West. “The company closed down” she 
heard “but the alternative is even better: quick and lots of money in cash 
in flex-time hours…” Now she is standing there, on a street of a foreign 
country where she has no friends; in skimpy clothes, with flowing hair and a 
flashy color on her lips. Several men are passing through her mind and body 
every day — soon there will be visible evidence: Angyalka is pregnant...

STaRTIng an AnTI TRaFFICKIng NETwORK 
�ATN�

PLEAsE PRAY fOR Us

T he evil in some areas of outreach is so strong 
you can feel it. To stand against this we want 

to see an army of prayer warriors raised up. We also 
need to see qualified labourers joining us, who are 
sensitive enough to touch lives but strong enough to 
cope with all the emotional pain.


